
John Grochau

Owner and Winemaker, GC Wines

John Grochau was first introduced to
wine and the winemaking landscape
in his early 20s while racing bicycles
for a French team in the Loire Valley.
For several years, he raced through
some of France’s most revered
winemaking regions including
Champagne, Burgundy and across
the Loire Valley. When he returned to
his hometown of Portland, Oregon,
he went to work in the restaurant
business and quickly discovered an
even greater appreciation for wine.

After more than decade selling wine
in some of Portland’s finest
restaurants, including a 14-year stint
at Higgins, Grochau plunged into winemaking. He spent a year in Sonoma
before returning to Oregon to work at Erath Winery, and then worked
alongside winemaker Doug Tunnel at Brick House Vineyards for four years.

In 2002, he founded Grochau Cellars, his eponymous wine label, where he
could explore the production of food-friendly wines reminiscent of place.
More than twenty years later, John has become well known in the Oregon
wine industry as a friend, compatriot and community builder.

He has lent his expertise to countless winemaking endeavors and prioritized
strong relationships with growers across the state. After reflecting on more
than two decades in the business, he shortened the name to GC Wines to
reflect the brand’s evolution from one person’s dream to a dream realized and
a much bigger family.
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